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The Journal focuses on casework analysis and research into real-world practical 

linguistic applications in legal contexts such as courtroom evidence, law enforcement 

activities, and judicial procedures.  

The Journal aims to promote cross-country collaborative research on forensic and 

legal linguistics by encouraging the application of international best practice and 

methodology in forensic linguistics to local Asian and Philippine contexts. It aims to 

improve dialogue between legal and linguistic professionals relating to the provision 

of linguistic evidence as evidence in the courtroom to assist in the delivery of justice. 

Call for papers: 

 Research articles on aspects of forensic and legal linguistics with real world 

applications 

 Essay style opinion-based pieces on professional issues in the field of forensic 

and legal linguistics; 

 Notifications of successful PhDs in the field of forensic and legal linguistics so 

as to inform fellow researchers and foster collaboration between early career 

and established researchers in related fields. 

 Notification of new publications relating to forensic linguistics. 

Policy of Prior Publication 

Manuscripts submitted to the Journal should not have been published previously in 

another journal or be under consideration or in press with another journal or book 

without the explicit permission of all entities involved.  
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Peer Review Information 

Submissions are double-blind peer reviewed. This means that both the submitting 

author(s) and reviewer(s) identities are anonymised. Except for the PhD abstracts, all 

submissions are subject to review by the Editorial Board and 2 anonymous reviewers. 

Editorial Peer Review - Members of the Editorial Board will first review the manuscript 

to determine if it is consistent with the Journal’s scope and formatting guidelines as 

well as making suggestions regarding improvements to the structure, content 

organisation and flow of information. This will normally take 1-2 weeks.  

External Peer Review - Once the manuscript is corrected and returned, the article will 

be sent out to two experts in the field for double blind review. This will take 1-2 month 

depending on the availability of reviewers. 

Appeals - Appeals to reviewers’ comments will be reviewed by the Editors who have 

the final say. Such appeals must be in writing and contain clear reasoning for the 

appeal on the following grounds: (1) the reviewers have made a significant factual 

error; and/or (2) have significantly misunderstood the author(s) approach(es); and /or 

(3) certain corrections will significantly change the scope and length of the article. 

  

  



Author Guidelines  

The languages of submission and publication are English, Filipino, and Spanish. All 

article titles and abstracts in Filipino and Spanish should also be provided in English. 

Irrespective of the language, articles should be accessible to non-specialist readers 

with an interest in the subject.  

Research articles – maximum 10,000 words including references, endnotes, and any 

appendices. Manuscripts should contain an abstract of a maximum of 150 words and 

5 keywords/phrases. 

Opinion Pieces – maximum 2,000 words including references. 

PhD notifications – maximum of 1,000 words including abstract and references. 

Formatting and Style 

 Submissions should follow the APA Style https://apastyle.apa.org/beginners 

 A4 paper size, 11pt Arial font, 1.5 spaced, standard margins on all four sides. 

 Except for the first paragraph of every section or subsection, the first line of 

every new paragraph should be indented.  

 In English submissions, either US or British English spelling is acceptable, but 

it should be used consistently throughout the text. 

 The Title Page should be a separate sheet to the main manuscript and contain: 

o Article Title (18point font, bold) 
o Author(s) name(s): given name1 + surname1 and given name2 + 

surname2 (10point font) 

o Academic/Legal affiliation + email address (10point font) 

o Abstract (11point font) 

o Keywords (11point font) 

o Declaration of Competing Interests: all potential competing interests 

(e.g. financial, professional, contractual and personal) should be 

disclosed. Where none exist, the author(s) should state “Competing 

Interests: the author(s) declare none.”  

o Acknowledgement of Funding (if any). 

Sections and Subsections 

 Do not use auto-formatting. Keep subsections to a maximum of three levels. 

Separate sections and subsections should be typed (no auto-format) and 

identified as follows: 

1. Main Section Heading (16point font, bold) 

1.1. Level 2 Subheading (14point font, bold) 

1.1.1. Level 3 Subheading (12point font, bold) 

https://apastyle.apa.org/beginners


In-Text Insertions 

Tables should be constructed using the Microsoft Word facility and inserted directly 

into the manuscript as the example below:  

 Column titles in bold 

 Table title above the table and justified left. 

 Make invisible the vertical internal and external lines of the table. 

Table 1: Title 

Column 1 title Column 2 title Column 3 title 

Data Data Data 

 

Figures and Images 

All figures and images from third-party sources, even if you have edited them, require 

the written consent of those sources. The sources should be cited in-text and 

confirmation provided you have their consent to use it. No figures or images will be 

published without proof of consent. 

In-text Quoted Texts 

Quoted text extracts longer that 40 words should be displayed as a separate 

left hand indented paragraph and italicised. (citation) 

The manuscript then continues in a new non-indented paragraph. Extracts should be 

preceded and followed by a line space. Quoted text should be accompanied by the 

relevant page number in this format: (Vrij 2008: 28). Multiple citations should be listed 

in alphabetical or chronological order; not a mixture of the two. 

In-Text Citations 

One to three authors in-text citations consist of  

 surname + publication year  

 surname & surname + publication year 

 surname, surname & surname + publication year (for the first time and then first 

author surname + et al + publication year subsequently). 

 four authors or more are cited as first author surname + et al + publication year. 

 If et al citations share the same first surname and publication year, add a or b 

to the citation depending on the alphabetical order of second authors e.g. Vrij 

et al 2008a, Vrij et al 2008b, and to the reference. 

Endnotes and References 

 Do not use footnotes. If footnotes are absolutely necessary, provide them as 

endnotes formatted automatically and numbered sequentially starting with 1. 



 Primary sources: References to case law, statutory information, and 

legislation should be set out in a separate section before the secondary sources 

in the references. Provide the party names followed by the neutral citation 

followed by the Law Reports citation.  

 Secondary sources: References (journal articles, books and edited books, 

websites and blogs, and newspaper articles) cited in the manuscript should 

follow AP style and be set out alphabetically. References to single named 

author should precede references to two or more named authors set out 

alphabetically on the second authors’ names.  

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

The editors accept that authors may use AI in their research and writing process, 

including (1) generating images, (2) generating text, and (3) conducting analysis. 

However, this should be clearly labelled in the acknowledgements section of the 

manuscript along with an explanation of the process undertaken, as well as clearly 

labelled within the manuscript (images, texts, and analysis). Any AI reproduction of 

images, texts, and analysis provided by third parties must include an 

acknowledgement or the permission of those third parties. 

Undisclosed use of AI in the production of the manuscript will result in its rejection. 

 

 


